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"l wrote my trio for clarinet, violin, and piano as a four-movement 'comedy' that used the figures
from the traditional Commedia dell’Arte, the sixteenth-century form of improvised comedy that
created the characters that are still with us. The first movement is an Entrada, and, after the 'actors’
burst onto the stage, presents the coquettish dance of Harlequin and Columbine. The middle
movements are called Intermezzo, and the first of these is about Pierrot, the melancholic and
meditative dreamer. The second Intermezzo is Pulcinella, the dwarfish humpback with a crooked
nose, the cruel bachelor who chases pretty girls. This is the character also found as Punch in the
Punch and Judy puppet shows. The last movement is the Finale, and presents Scaramouche, the
bold, swaggering soldier dressed in black and brandishing a sword. The piece ends with a retreat
of all the actors from the stage in a reversal of the beginning of the work. Commedia was

commissioned for the Verdehr Trio."
—David Liptak

The world premiere of Commedia was on October 21, 2001 in the Music Room, The Phillips
Collection, Washington, D.C.
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Liptak’s composition awards include prizes in the 1986 Georges Enesco International Composition
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Competition. In 1995, he was honored with the Elise L. Stoeger Prize, given by the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center in New York, in recognition of distinguished achievement in the field of
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Additional information is available at www.dliptak.com.



